Answers:
1. True

2. False – In 1994-95, there were approximately 1.3 million Americans who reported legal blindness.  Of these individuals 80% had some useful vision and 20% had only light perception.

3. True – The first five years of life.

4. False – Blindness and visual impairment do not increase acuteness of the other senses.  The rate of other sensory impairments is the same in the blind and visual impairment population as it is in the general population.  People who are blind or have a visual impairment may pay closer attention to other senses and thus give the impression of possessing extraordinary sensory acuteness.

5. False – Only 10% read Braille.  Many other options are available (computers, listening aids, talking books, volunteer readers, etc.)

6. False – Words spoken in general conversation may continue to be used when speaking with a person who has a visual impairment.

7. False – Many factors are considered when deciding whether to use a dog guide for mobility assistance.  In 1993, just over 7,000 Americans used dog guides.  Annually, approximately 1,500 individuals graduate from a user program.  In comparison, approximately 109,000 individuals use white canes for mobility.

8. False – They can be shown how to do this safely.

9. False - Visual impairment does not affect hearing.  It is appropriate to speak in a normal voice when talking to a person who is blind or has a visual impairment.
10.  True

11.  False – Some normal changes in our eyes and vision occur as we get  older but these changes usually don’t lead to low vision.  Most people develop low vision because of eye disease and health conditions.

12.  True

